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(iv) Except for the requirements in
paragraphs (i)(1)(ii) and (i)(1)(iii) of this
section, vessels may retain the ar-
rangement of lifeboats, lifeboat davits,
winches, inflatable liferafts, liferaft
launching equipment, rescue boats,
lifefloats, and buoyant apparatus pre-
viously required and approved for the
vessel, as long as the arrangement or
appliance is maintained in good condi-
tion to the satisfaction of the OCMI.

(2) This paragraph does not apply to
public vessels.

(j) When any lifesaving appliance or
arrangement on a vessel subject to this
part is replaced, or when the vessel un-
dergoes repairs, alterations or modi-
fications of a major character involv-
ing replacement of, or any addition to,
the existing lifesaving appliance or ar-
rangements, each new lifesaving appli-
ance and arrangement must meet the
requirements of this part, unless the
OCMI determines that the vessel can-
not accommodate the new appliance or
arrangement, except that—

(1) A survival craft is not required to
meet the requirements of this part if it
is replaced without replacing its davit
and winch; and

(2) A davit and its winch are not re-
quired to meet the requirements of this
part if one or both are replaced without
replacing the survival craft.

(k) No extensive repairs or alter-
ations, except in an emergency, may be
made to a lifesaving appliance without
advance notification to the OCMI. Inso-
far as possible, each repair or alter-
ation must be made with material and
tested in the manner specified in this
subchapter and applicable to the new
construction requirements in sub-
chapter Q of this chapter. Emergency
repairs or alterations must be reported
as soon as practicable to the OCMI,
where the vessel may call after such re-
pairs are made. Lifeboats, rescue boats,
or rigid liferafts may not be recondi-
tioned for use on a vessel other than
the one they were originally built for,
unless specifically accepted by the
OCMI.

§ 199.20 Exemptions.
(a) Vessels engaged on international

voyages. (1) The following types of ves-
sels engaged on international voyages
may request an exemption from Com-

mandant (G–MOC) from requirements
of this part:

(i) A vessel for which the sheltered
nature and conditions of an inter-
national voyage would render the ap-
plication of any specific requirements
of this part unreasonable or unneces-
sary and which in the course of the
voyage does not proceed more than 20
miles from the nearest land.

(ii) A vessel embodying features of a
novel kind to which the application of
any provision of this part would seri-
ously impede research into the devel-
opment of such features and their in-
corporation on vessels engaged on
international voyages.

(2) A written request for exemption
under this section must be submitted
to the cognizant OCMI for review and
forwarding to Commandant (G–MOC).

(b) Single voyage exemption from
SOLAS requirements. A vessel that is
not normally engaged on international
voyages, but which, under exceptional
circumstances, is required to under-
take a single international voyage,
may be exempted from the applicable
requirements in this subpart and sub-
parts B, C, and D of this part by the
Commandant (G–MOC). A written re-
quest for exemption under this para-
graph must be submitted to the cog-
nizant OCMI for review and forwarding
to Commandant (G–MOC).

(c) Exemption Certificates. When Com-
mandant (G–MOC) grants an exemption
under paragraph (a) or (b) of this sec-
tion, an Exemption Certificate describ-
ing the exemption will be issued by the
appropriate OCMI. The Exemption Cer-
tificate must be carried on board the
vessel at all times and must be avail-
able to Coast Guard personnel upon re-
quest.

(d) Vessels not engaged on international
voyages. (1) If a District Commander
determines that the overall safety of
the persons on board a vessel will not
be significantly reduced, the District
Commander may grant an exemption
from compliance with a provision of
this part to a specific vessel for a speci-
fied geographic area within the bound-
aries of the Coast Guard District. This
exemption may be limited to certain
periods of the year.

(2) Requests for exemption under this
paragraph must be made in writing to
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the OCMI for transmission to the dis-
trict Commander for the area in which
the vessel is in service or will be in
service.

(3) If the exemption is granted by the
District Commander, the OCMI will en-
dorse the vessel’s Certificate of Inspec-
tion with a statement describing the
exemption.

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25313, May 20, 1996, as
amended by CGD 96–041, 61 FR 50735, Sept. 27,
1996]

§ 199.30 Definitions.

The following definitions apply to
this part:

Accommodation means a cabin, or
other covered or enclosed place, in-
tended to be occupied by persons. Each
place in which passengers and special
personnel is carried is considered an
accommodation, whether or not it is
covered or enclosed. Accommodations
include, but are not limited to halls,
dining rooms, mess rooms, lounges,
corridors, lavatories, cabins, offices,
hospitals, cinemas, game and hobby
rooms, and other similar places open to
persons on board.

Anti-exposure suit means a protective
suit designed for use by rescue boat
crews and marine evacuation system
parties.

Approval series means the first six
digits of a number assigned by the
Coast Guard to approved equipment.
Where approval is based on a subpart of
subchapter Q of this chapter, the ap-
proval series corresponds to the num-
ber of the subpart. A listing of ap-
proved equipment, including all of the
approval series, is published periodi-
cally by the Coast Guard in Equipment
Lists (COMDTINST M16714.3 series),
available from the Superintendent of
Documents.

Approved means carrying an approval
granted by the Commandant under sub-
chapter Q of this chapter.

Cargo vessel means any vessel that is
not a passenger vessel.

Certificated person means a person
holding a U.S. merchant mariner’s doc-
ument with an endorsement as a
lifeboatman or another inclusive rat-
ing under part 12 of this chapter.

Child, for the purpose of determining
the number of lifejackets required

under this part, means a person less
than 41 kilograms (90 pounds) in mass.

Civilian nautical school means any
school or branch thereof operated and
conducted in the United States, except
State nautical schools and schools op-
erated by the United States or any
agency thereof, which offers instruc-
tion for the primary purpose of train-
ing for service in the merchant marine.

Coastwise voyage means a voyage on
the waters of any ocean or the Gulf of
Mexico no more than 20 nautical miles
offshore.

Commandant means the Commandant
of the U.S. Coast Guard.

Crew means all persons carried on
board the vessel to provide navigation
and maintenance of the vessel, its ma-
chinery, systems, and arrangements es-
sential for propulsion and safe naviga-
tion or to provide services for other
persons on board.

District Commander means an officer
of the U.S. Coast Guard designated by
the Commandant to command all Coast
Guard activities within a Coast Guard
District. Coast Guard Districts are de-
scribed in 33 CFR part 2.

Detection means the determination of
the location of survivors or survival
craft.

Embarkation ladder means the ladder
provided at survival craft embarkation
stations to permit safe access to sur-
vival craft after launching.

Embarkation station means the place
where a survival craft is boarded.

Extended-size lifejacket means a life-
jacket that is approved for use by
adults as well as by some larger chil-
dren.

Ferry means a vessel as described in
§ 70.10–15 of this chapter.

Float-free launching means that meth-
od of launching a survival craft or life-
saving appliance whereby the craft or
appliance is automatically released
from a sinking vessel and is ready for
use.

Free-fall launching means that meth-
od of launching a survival craft where-
by the craft, with its full complement
of persons and equipment on board, is
released and allowed to fall into the
sea without any restraining apparatus.

Immersion suit means a protective
suit that reduces loss of body heat of a
person wearing it in cold water.
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